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General Secretary’s Report

This report has drawn on the three reports that Father Shenouda Mansour wrote for the
Executive meetings in November 2022 and in February and April 2023. | have added some notes
from my time as the Interim General Secretary from 2 July 2023.

Father Shenouda decided to leave the Council and return to his position as a full time priest at
his Coptic Church in Guildford at the end of June 2023. As in the previous nine years as General
Secretary, Father Shenouda wrote a biblical reflection in each report, based on the Lectionaries
of member Churches and then outlined the work he did to enhance the functioning of the
Council and in his representations on behalf of the Council with other organisations and with
people he met at community events.

Father Shenouda visited most Heads of member Churches during the year, often together with
the president or a vice-president to strengthen relationships, to hear about the concerns of
each Church as well as their celebrations and to farewell or welcome new Heads of Churches.
He also made contact with non-member churches and this has resulted in applications for
membership by the Catholic Ukrainian Church, the German Lutheran Church and the
Macedonian Orthodox Church.

Two Heads of Churches meetings were held: one at the end of November at the Uniting Church
office in Pitt Street and one in June at the office of the Armenian Apostolic Church in
Chatswood. At both occasions guest speakers addressed the gathering: the Moderator of the
Uniting Church in NSW ACT Rev Simon Hansford spoke about issues that divide and those that
strengthen bonds between people of faith and churches and Pastor Ray Minniecon spoke about
the biblical bases for unity between people. At these meetings, there is formal and informal
sharing between the Heads of Churches or their representatives and this deepens our
understanding of the daily lives of our faith communities as well as of our religious practices.

Father Shenouda kept in close contact with the Commissions of the Council: Theological
Reflections, Interfaith, Peace and Justice, the Middle East and Fundraising. He kept in contact
with the Taisé Network. Their reports are in the AGM booklet. He also sought new members for
the Youth Commission that had its inaugural meeting in February 2020, just before the Covid
lockdowns. His plan was to re-start the Commission in the second half of 20283.

The Theological Reflections Commission and the Executive considered the concepts of an
Ecumenical Institute that would provide ecumenical studies at a tertiary level. Emeritus
Profession Dr Diane Speed wrote an excellent detailed report about the requirements for
setting up such an Institute. Rev Dr Ray Williamson wrote a summary of the courses in
Ecumenism he conducted and the associated work he did in this field in the 1990s and 2000s. It
was decided that the work and finances involved in setting up such an Institute and running it
effectively was beyond the capacity of the Council at this time.

The Family and Domestic Violence project finished in February when the funding from the
Collier Charitable Fund finished. We thank Deacon Oliver Slewa for his work in conducting
workshops and attending and presenting at domestic violence interagency meetings,



conferences and other gatherings to inform people about the role that churches have in
preventing family and domestic violence. The secular world is interested in the stance of the
Christian Church on these matters and sees Churches as an important link in addressing family
and domestic violence.

The Council organized an ecumenical service mid-lent for Prayers for Peace at the Ukrainian
Catholic Church and a service for the World Day of Prayer for Christina Unity at the Anglican
Church in Burwood. These services require a lot of preparation to bring us together and the
organisers are thanked for their work.

After the church service, the annual fundraising dinner was held in the hall of the Anglican
Church in Burwood. The book edited by Dr Robyn Maloney and Father Shenouda Mansour was
launched: “Language and Spirit: Exploring Languages, Religions and Spirituality in Australia
Today”. The dinner was cooked and presented by the parishioners of the Coptic Orthodox
Church in Guildford. The organisers and presenters at this successful event are thanked.

The Council was represented at several Iftar dinners and Father Shenouda kept in contact with
leaders from the Muslim community. He also attended meetings of the Council for Christians
and Jews NSW. He attended the annual Abrahamic Faith conference, church services by
different denominations for the beginning of the law term at the beginning of the calendar year
and many other events and gatherings.

We give thanks for the service of Father Shenouda Mansour at the NSW Ecumenical Council for
the last nine years and for serving in different roles in previous years.

Since | have been in the position of part-time interim general secretary | have concentrated on
the recruitment of the new p/t general secretary, the administration worker and the
preparations for the AGM. A p/t administration worker will be appointed to assist with several
administration tasks that are integral for the functioning of the Council so the general
secretary’s time is not taken up with these tasks. The Council’s finances are such that we can
not afford a f/t general secretary as well as an p/t administration worker.

For many years there have been discussions to formalise the historical, joint ownership
understanding of the 7™ floor of 379 Kent Street where our office is located. The floor is in joint
ownership between Act for Peace, NCCA and the NSW Ecumenical Council. Formal Deeds,
that include ownership responsibilities have been drawn up by a legal firm and we hope that
this process will be finalised in the coming months. The Council owns 8.3% of the floor.

| was fortunate to attend a meeting of the AEON, Australian Ecumenical Officers Network and |
met colleagues from around Australia. Although we have much in common, the Ecumenical
Councils also have their own history, church membership, financial viability and different
responsibilities for e.g. emergency chaplains or religious education in schools. There has been
a follow up meeting about finances and also about planning for the future of Ecumenical
Councils in a changing world.

Wies Schuiringa
Interim General Secretary



