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Just over two years ago, | received a call from the NSW Ecumenical Council saying that | was
nominated to be the president of NSWEC. My initial thought was, do | have anything to offer to the
work of NSWEC? And what are the expectations for the NSWEC in a 21st-century multicultural
society in Australia?

My “ecumenical experience” was through local ministers' “Fraternities” and attending annual
gatherings of local churches for the World Day of Prayer and the Week of Christian Unity.

As a minister of a congregation, unity was a matter usually related to the members of a
congregation, not the members of other churches or denominations.

While we sing different words and tunes and celebrate various feasts on different dates, Christian
unity is challenging if we try to achieve visible unity.

But being ‘one’ doesn’t mean that we hold the same rituals or customs or identical beliefs which
churches have developed over the past two millennia. Ecumenism invites Christians to see each
other as brothers and sisters who have a joint mission to witness the goodness of God in Christ
despite the differences in rituals, customs and structures of each church.

In the last year, when the COVID cloud was clearing from the air, NSWEC met to pray for the
Sudanese situation and the war in Ukraine. Ecumenical prayer meetings help us to share the pains
and despairs of our brothers and sisters from war-torn countries because we believe ‘If one part of
our body hurts, we hurt all over.’(1 Cor12: 26)

Like Jesus, who said, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!” (Luke 19: 40), we
raised our voice for the Aboriginal people by endorsing the Statement from the Heart in 2022 and
subsequently, supported the Voice to the Parliament in 2023. The NSWEC also has been standing
with the Armenian diaspora to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide in 1915 and the current war
with Azerbaijan.

The cooperation of the Christian churches can be seen at its best place when they speak up for
truth-telling, working for justice and reconciliation, and this was the vital response that the NSWEC
has made in the past and will continue to make.

Climate Crisis and Global Warming are no longer catchwords for politics but the reality we face as
we acknowledge the destruction of natural habitats, excessive use of coal and gas, and an
increasing number of refugees fleeing from unprecedented weather, flood, fire and heatwave.

Itis a gospel imperative to care for the creation as we read in Genesis, ‘God was pleased with what
he saw’ (Genesis 1) after each day of a creative act of God.



My question is, will God still be pleased with the state of our world today?

NSW Ecumenical Council became a member of ARRCC ( Australian Religious Response to Climate
Change ) in 2022 to express our firm commitment to God’s creation order.

There were many high moments in ecumenical exchanges

| was deeply moved when | observed the reverent and prayerful preparation for the Lord’s supper at
the Feast of the Apostles at the Greek Orthodox Church for this year's Heads of Churches meeting.
Where else the Christians in a reformed church can have such a glimpse of century-old traditions?

The experience of entering the church full of Icons was ever so exceptional until | was told the
spiritual meaning of the Icons at the Macedonian Orthodox Church, a foretaste of the heavenly
realm.

I had hoped to promote the leadership of women and Lay people, especially the equality of all
people regardless of their sexual identities, as | served as the president of NSWEC. Perhaps this is
still the area of NSWEC'’s future ecumenical task.

| am deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve the NSW Ecumenical Council with wonderful
ecumenists like Fr Shenouda, Ms Wies Schuiringa, Fr Bruce, Fr James, Ms Mandy Tibbey, Fr Ray
Williamson, and Executive council members and the convenors of various commissions during the
challenging time that the world struggled together with Covid 19 and the subsequent economic
crisis.

Because of the excellent and faithful many, | could offer my hope, that is, “ in God that all will be
well and all manner of things will be well, as Julian of Norwich, 14™ Century Mystics who shared the
message of Jesus.
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