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“God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe 

 away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
 nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things  

have passed away.”  (Rev. 21:3-4) 
 
Christians are a people of the eschaton. We hold firmly to a vision of God’s Kingdom to 
come in which all things will be fulfilled and put right. Nevertheless, while not ‘of this 
world’ we are very much called to be ‘in the world’ and to bear witness to God’s reign in the 
circumstances of the fallenness and imperfections of our current state. Indeed the past 
year has meted out much pain and suffering as the world experiences a heightening in 
international tensions, some of which has spilled over into the domestic scene. The war in 
Ukraine and Russia continues with no end in sight and violence rages in Sudan and other 
parts of the world. The tragic events in Israel on the 7th October, followed by the invasion of 
Gaza have inflicted untold anguish on so many and brought the Middle East to the brink of 
a wider conflagration. Our prayer must be for an immediate ceasefire in these conflicts to 
preserve the lives of the innocent and to negotiate just and lasting peace that will respect 
the human rights of all. 
 
Social cohesion and community relations have been tested in Australia, too, as we 
struggle to advocate for just solutions overseas while maintaining tolerance and respect 
for differing experiences, perspectives, and positions at home. Sadly, the attack on Bishop 
Mar Mari Emmanuel and the Bondi stabbings exposed the Sydney community, though for 
different reasons, to a small measure of the vulnerability and suffering experienced in so 
many places of the world, in a sense calling us to greater empathy and solidarity with 
those for whom such adversity is an everyday ordeal.  
 
The defeat of the Voice proposal highlighted the ongoing challenges we have as a nation in 
dealing with the legacy of the past and the adverse conditions of life faced by so many 
Indigenous Australians today. The reasons for the referendum's failure will be debated for 
some time. In the meantime, there is an onus on Australian churches and society at large 
to continue engaging with the real issues that it brought to the fore. The Council has 
attended prayer vigils, issued statements and written letters.  And while our efforts to 
address these global and local concerns may seem, at times, inadequate, they still bear 
witness to the light of Christ in a world desperately searching for peace and, on our part, 
remain acts of faithfulness to His promises. 
 
The last year also witnessed significant change in the life of the Council. I started my 
tenure as President in September and within a couple of months, we welcomed a new 
General Secretary, David Rose, and a new Administrative Assistant, Susan Mott. Needless 
to say, we have all been on a steep learning curve. During this period, continuity and 
experience, along with an extensive corporate memory, have been preserved by the 
members of the Core  
 
 
 
 



Group including the Vice-Presidents, Wies Schuiringa and Fr James Collins, the Treasurer, 
Fr Bruce McAteer, and Mandy Tibbey. The Commission Convenors have continued to 
commit themselves to the work of their respective Commissions with enthusiasm and 
dedication making the best of quite limited human and financial resources. To all those 
mentioned, as well as the Executive Committee as a whole, I extend my appreciation and 
thanks for your hard work, support and camaraderie. 
 
The various reports will detail the activities of the Council so I limit myself to three aspects 
of its work which I feel necessary to highlight. 
 

1. This year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service and Fundraising Dinner was a 
great success in terms of participation and monies raised. Thanks to Deacon Nishan and 
his team, including David and Susan for making it possible. The generous contribution of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and His Eminence Archbishop Makarios in 
sponsoring this event must be acknowledged; we are deeply grateful. The Armenian 
Apostolic and Coptic Orthodox Churches have jointly offered to host the 2025 Service 
and Dinner. I express the Council’s appreciation to both members for their interest in 
taking on this significant responsibility. The date will be Friday, 13th June 2025 so please 
note it in your diaries. 

2. Next year will mark the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea 325, also known in 
some of our traditions as the First Ecumenical Council. This Ecumenical Council affirmed 
the Son as consubstantial with the Father and began to formulate the Nicaeo-
Constantinopolitan Creed, completed in 381, which is foundational to the Christian 
understanding of God as Trinity. Several significant conferences and events will be held 
around the world to commemorate the anniversary including the Sixth World Conference 
on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches to take place at the St Bishoy 
Monastery at Wadi El Natrun, near Alexandria, Egypt, from 24 to 28 October 2025, around 
the theme “Where now for visible unity?” It has been decided, then, that the NSW 
Ecumenical Council will hold a joint theological conference with St Andrew’s Greek 
Orthodox Theological College to observe this milestone. At this stage, we are looking at a 
July/August date and are in the process of inviting two notable international speakers to 
lead the discussion. It is important to mention that the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Service and Fundraising Dinner will also be focussed on the theme of Nicaea. 

3. The Council is a member-based institution and exists to facilitate the Christian churches’ 
engagement with each other so that together we may proclaim the good news to the world. 
As such we are only as effective as the sum of our parts. Our effectiveness depends on 
the breadth of our membership, the level of engagement by the Heads of Churches 
and the churches’ ongoing financial support of the work of the Council. Human 
resource and financial constraints beset all our churches and the Council is not oblivious 
to this. Nevertheless, the ecumenical endeavour cannot be a sideshow to the main game 
of playing church. If we are truly committed to our Lord’s vision of unity amongst His 
disciples then time and money must be committed to the cause ‘…that they all may be 
one… that the world may believe…’ (John 17:21) I encourage our member churches to 
make the mission of the Council a priority so that we, too, may better serve the needs of 
the Church. 

 
Father Anastasios Bozikis, President 

 


