General Secretary’s Report to the Annual General Meeting 2025

Itis a privilege and an honour to serve as your General Secretary. | commenced in the role at the
beginning of February this year, having had some limited experience of the working of the
Ecumenical Council as the Baptist Observer for several years between 2005 and 2015. As |
recall the events of the past nine months, a few ecumenical events stand out among the many
activities in which | have participated:

o Attended the farewell dinner for retiring Archbishop Najarian on 23 February

e |read the sermon at the World Day of Prayer, St Stephen’s Uniting Church, on 7 March

e | was one of the speakers at the Palm Sunday Peace Rally held in Belmore Park

e Attended a prayer service for Gaza at St Peter & St Paul Orthodox Church, Doonside, on
Easter Monday

e Attended a service commemorating the 110" Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide at
Chatswood on 24 April as a guest of the Armenian National Committee of Australia

e Attended the annual Shoah Memorial Service organised by the Council of Christians and
Jews at the Great Synagogue on 7 May

e Attended the opening of a new Sports and Performing Arts Centre at St Narsai Assyrian
Christian College at Horsley Park on 20 May

e Participated in a NSW Heads of Churches meeting cohosted by the Uniting Church NSW
& ACT on 3 June

e Attended the Abraham Conference Prayer Service for Peace at St Stephen’s Uniting
Church, coordinated by Rev Dr Manas Ghosh

e Attended the beautiful Service of Prayer for Christian Unity and gave the keynote speech
at the Fundraising Dinner, Coptic Orthodox Church, Guildford on 13 June

e Attended several meetings in June on Christian spirituality and interreligious relations
with visiting U.S. Catholic academic Prof. Leo Lefebure

e Attended the launch of the Christian Alliance Council at NSW Parliament on 8 August

e Presented a paper on “Nicaea and moral theology” at the Nicaea 1700 conference at the
Greek Orthodox Theological College at Redfern on 23 August

e Attended International Day of Prayer at Knox Grammar School on 21 September

e Participated in a two-day conference of the Australian Ecumenical Officers Network,
convened by the NCCA, 2-3 October

There have been many more meetings, both face-to-face and via Zoom, with the Core Group of
the Ecumenical Council, the Executive, Heads of Churches, and past luminaries of the
ecumenical movement.

Perhaps the biggest surprise of the year was the emergence of the Christian Alliance Council of
NSW (CAC), led by Mr Paul Sedrak, which aims to replicate some of the functions of our Council
and “renew the relevance of Christianity in Australia.” If | may speak frankly, the CAC is an event-
based organisation; it seeks to reach out to Churches, Christian agencies such as St Vincent de
Paul, and Christian schools; its core leadership and governance is not broadly representative of
the Churches of NSW; and it is not independent of government. The other Council, the well-
established NSW Council of Churches, has an evangelical Protestant constituency and appears
today to be a lobbying and advocacy organisation focused on a narrow range of issues.

The appearance of the Christian Alliance Council offers the NSW Ecumenical Council an
opportunity to focus on what we do best: building strong relationships between our Member



Churches, engaging in a wide range of tasks guided by the AGM and its executive, and advancing
the cause of receptive ecumenism. The Ecumenical Council is intended to be “an instrument of
the churches in New South Wales whereby they may grow in the understanding and fulfilment of
their common calling to unity and to mission.” We are your servants, for the sake of Christ and
the mission of God.

| want to express heartfelt thanks to Fr Anastasios Bozikis, Rev. Carmel Sheraton, Wies
Schuiringa, Fr Bruce McAteer, Mandy Tibbey, Rev. Dr James Collins for the excellent day-to-day
contributions they have made to progress the work of the Council over the past year in so many
varied ways. Grateful thanks are also due to my PA, Susan Saputra, for her competence in event
management and office administration, to my predecessor David Rose who continues to edit
our newsletter Sharing, and most recently to Raf Rayos, a volunteer, for his wonderful problem-
solving skills.

As we look to the next 12 months, | have three key goals among the many areas of activity that
give expression to our unique ecumenical community:

1. As a priority, to meet with Heads of Churches to explore how we might advance mutual
interests and how the Council may serve its member Churches more effectively; and to
engage in dialogue with Churches that are not members of the Ecumenical Council to
encourage greater cooperation.

2. Develop the Council’s website and social media into a cutting edge communications
space that raises the profile of the Council, builds significant audiences by delivering
relevant content, and makes a positive difference in the congested religious media
space.

3. Encourage our four Commissions (and the Taisé Network) in the valuable work they do
and assist in the recruitment of new members for the Commissions, and explore the
viability of new Ecumenical Council Commissions on University Chaplaincy, Public
Theology, and Arts and Culture.

Rev Dr Rod Benson
18 October 2025



