President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting 2025

“That They May All Be One” — John 17:21

In John 17, Jesus prays, “That they may all be one ... so that the world may believe.”
The Greek henotes, oneness, invites us beyond consensus toward communion. Unity is not sameness but
the harmony of hearts tuned to divine love.

Ecumenism is not an administrative duty but a living prayer which emphasises Jesus Christ’s own hope
embodied in the Church. Amid the world’s fragmentation, the NSW Ecumenical Council seeks to be a sign
of reconciliation and a voice of shared hope. As Paul exhorts, “Make every effort to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3).

Representational Attendance:

St Narsai Assyrian Christian College — School Hall Opening

Representing the NSWEC at the opening of the new hall at St Narsai Assyrian Christian College was both an
honour and a blessing. The Assyrian community’s hospitality, faith and perseverance stand as living
testimony to God’s faithfulness and the beauty of cultural diversity within Christ’s body.

Interfaith Prayer Gathering — St Stephen’s Uniting Church, Sydney

At St Stephen’s, leaders from many faith traditions gathered in prayer for peace and understanding. The
NSWEC'’s presence affirmed that inter-faith dialogue deepens compassion without diminishing conviction.
Together we bore witness that shalom — peace — is not the absence of conflict but the presence of justice,
humility, and love.

NSWEC Annual Dinner and Fundraiser

The 2025 Annual Dinner and Fundraiser was held on 13 June under the theme

“Prayer for Christian Unity: Commemorating 1700 Years of the Nicene Creed.”

Church leaders, theologians, and local faith communities gathered in worship at St Anthony and St Paul
Coptic Orthodox Church in Guildford followed by a Buffett style dinner in the hall.

Serving as MC, | was privileged to guide a program that embodied ecumenism in word, song, joy and
fellowship:

e Keynote Speaker-The Rev. Dr Rod Benson, General Secretary:
“The Path to Unity.” Dr Benson invited us to walk the pilgrim road of humility, prayer, and shared
mission, reminding us that unity is not an achievement but a grace.

¢ Sydney Hindi Uniting Church Faith Community Choir led multilingual singing of worship songs
that reflected the global heartbeat of Christian praise.

e Youth Speakers:

Deacon Boghos Keleshian, Armenian Apostolic Church of the Holy Resurrection, gave a moving
witness to faith and youthful hope for reconciliation.



Toota Girgis, Coptic Orthodox Church, gave an inspiring reflection on courage, service, and shared
discipleship.

Sincere thanks to Susan Supatra for her creative coordination of the event, and to Deacon Nishan
Basmajian, who both ensured that the evening flowed with hospitality and care.

1700th Anniversary of the Nicene Creed Symposium

Co-hosted by the NSW Ecumenical Council and St Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Theological College, this
historic symposium marked 1700 years since the First Council of Nicaea.

In his opening welcome, His Eminence Archbishop Makarios of Australia, reminded participants that
“Theology is never a mere academic exercise; it is a pastoral and ecclesial vocation. Doctrine must be
transformed into doxology, and truth must culminate in love.”

Key Addresses included:

A formal greeting from His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew |, Archbishop of
Constantinople, sent from the Phanar who praised the Symposium as an “inspired initiative” and a “cause of
particular gladness” for the Church in Australia and the wider oikoumené. Reflecting on Nicaea’s enduring
witness, he reminded participants that the confession of the church Fathers who met at Nicaea, that Christ
is “begotten, not made, and of one essence with the Father”, is not a philosophical theory but “the radiant
proclamation of the mystery of salvation.” He described the Council as a “luminous manifestation of the
synodical and eucharistic being of the Church” and urged all Christians to see Nicaea not as “a monument
enshrined in history, but as a living summons to fidelity, truth, and loving communion in Christ.”

¢ Professor Peter Bouteneff: (St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, New York) delivered his
keynote on ‘The Odyssey of the Homoousion’, Nicaea and the Sound of Orthodoxy — Unity in
Diversity.

e The Very Reverend Professor Lewis Ayres: (Durham University and Pontifical University of St
Thomas Aquinas, Rome) gave a lecture via Zoom titled ‘Why is Nicaea Important?’

e The Very Reverend Professor John Behr FBA (University of Aberdeen): ““God Stands in the
Congregation of God’: Speaking of God Before and After Nicaea.”
Professor Behr examined what he called the “metaphysical breakthrough” of Nicaea — a shift that
moved the Church beyond viewing God as a supreme being among beings to a deeper vision of the
Triune God revealed through the paradox of the Cross.
This novel and more rigorous metaphysics of transcendence, he argued, reconceptualised the
understanding of everything: the Cross separates God from the world, revealing transcendence
through immanence. On this basis, Christ can truly be confessed as “God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God.”

e The Rev. Dr Rod Benson, General Secretary NSWEC: Nicaea and Moral Theology, exploring how
Nicene faith continues to shape the Church’s ethical imagination.

It was an honour to bring greetings on behalf of the NSW Ecumenical Council, affirming that the Nicene
confession is not a relic of the past but a living compass guiding the Church’s faith, ethics, and hope for
unity.
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Leadership and Engagement

Heads of Churches Meetings

Chairing this gathering has been a humbling and hope-filled privilege. It provides a space for honest
dialogue, prayer, and cooperation, while strengthening the bonds of Christian leadership and
connectedness across NSW.

Core Group and Council Meetings

Regular meetings of the Core Group and Executive Council have provided essential space for discernment
and strategy, helping to refine our mission and witness within the life of the wider Church.

Rev. Dr Rod Benson has been instrumental in enabling deeper engagement with ecumenical and inter-
church networks locally which in turn is expanding the Council’s reach and collaborative impact.

Special Acknowledgement

Special appreciation is extended to Wies Schuiringa for her tireless and generous service to the NSW
Ecumenical Council. Her faithful attention to detail, warmth of spirit, and unwavering commitment to
justice, peace and unity, continue to bless every aspect of the Council’s life and witness.

Looking Forward

The NSW Ecumenical Council stands as a beacon of hope as a community embodying Christ’s prayer, “That
they may all be one.”

Each gathering, prayer, dialogue, and shared initiative is a step on the path to unity, a pilgrimage sustained
by the Spirit’s grace, and a fulfilment of our vision statement

“Churches coming together out of a sense of love
and respect for each other, to pray in unity and
to build community with heart that gives glory to
God and is spiritually and socially enriching for
each member Church, for people of other
faiths and for society in NSW.”

“Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” —
Hebrews 10:23

May our shared witness continue to reveal the love and peace of the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, whose grace makes us one.

Rev. Carmel Sheraton
President, NSW Ecumenical Council
October 2025



