Threads No. 1, 8 April 2025

A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council, bringing you news of the
Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources.
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Dear friends,

Welcome to the first issue of Threads, a brief monthly update from the NSW Ecumenical
Council. Threads complements our larger Sharing newsletter, offering updates on the Council's
work, news of events, and links to recommended resources.

It is two months since | commenced as General Secretary, and | am frequently amazed and
delighted at the strength, diversity and potential of the ecumenical movement in NSW & ACT.
God is at work among us, and we need each other as we bear witness to the inbreaking kingdom
of God in our world and share the good news of abundant life in Jesus Christ with those around
us.

Why "threads," | hear you ask. Just as St Paul spoke of the Church as "the body of Christ," and
"the household of God," I'm thinking of the Church as a tapestry of individual threads of many
colours and sizes whose beauty, meaning and purpose are fully realised only when woven
together in the tapestry.

Each thread retains its unique nature and distinctive qualities, but those qualities do their best
work in community with the other threads. We are better together.

Here are some links to resources and news of upcoming events:

Palm Sunday Rally - list of events
(Rod Benson speaking at Sydney Rally)

Call for Papers - Nicaea at 1700 Conference
(submission deadline 20 June)

Was Jesus the first ecumenist?
(article by Rod Benson)

Prayer for Christian Unity and Fundraising Dinner

St Antony & St Paul's Coptic Orthodox Church, Guildford
Friday 13 June 6.00pm

(tickets available soon)


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3D7646d4bc2b%26e%3D4b6f6f6712&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7C671d7f00f2f7413cbccd08dd764fc631%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638796807276640579%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4eggq8Lq%2BuQRVSR3FSJ%2Bu1cbJ3gysGOeWUwh6jO6bqY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3D3ee67b8e47%26e%3D4b6f6f6712&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7C671d7f00f2f7413cbccd08dd764fc631%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638796807276658074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hb6gp8BTBOfZdDibFeg08tA5HO%2BE38znwF%2BD%2BpBAir0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3Dca5fc9c587%26e%3D4b6f6f6712&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7C671d7f00f2f7413cbccd08dd764fc631%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638796807276675116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FQOeuAoCAoclzzTDs1cjr04acWWW2vuD0dZn85PR8F4%3D&reserved=0

Thank you for your prayers and encouragement as | begin this important Christian ministry of
ecumenical cooperation. Your partnership is so greatly appreciated.

My prayer for you is that God will fill you with peace and joy as you reflect on the great events of
Good Friday and Eater Sunday, and that God will empower you for a life dedicated to serving
Christ in the power of his Spirit in the weeks and months to come.

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au

We are better together.
Grace and peace to you,

Rev Dr Rod Benson
General Secretary


mailto:gensec@nswec.org.au

