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A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news 
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources. 

 
 
 

Service of Prayer for Christian Unity and Fundraising Dinner 
 
On Friday 13 June, we will gather for the annual Service of Prayer and Christian Unity, 
followed by a Gala Fundraising Dinner hosted by St Anthony & St Paul’s Coptic Orthodox 
Church, 29-31 Bolton St, Guildford NSW. Prayers will commence at 5.30pm and dinner at 
7.00pm. Tickets are selling fast – book your seats (or tables of ten) using this link, or go to 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1387844 
 

Interview for Sight Magazine 
 
“I’m beginning to think that God has something special in store for ecumenical unity and 
cooperation in NSW and the ACT.”  Recently, journalist Jonathan Foye interviewed me for a 
feature article in Sight Magazine, asking about my new role as General Secretary and how I 
came to serve in this strategic ecumenical ministry. You can read the full interview on my 
blog (plain text), or on the Sight website (with ads). 
 

No Other Land documentary film 
 
Our Executive Committee member Rev Dr Helen Richmond extends an invitation to a 
fundraiser film night that will be held in Leigh Memorial Hall, 119 Macquarie St, 
Parramatta on Thursday 8 May. The documentary No Other Land is set in the West Bank and 
depicts the kind of incidents Helen witnessed during her time with EAPPI in 2023. It won 
Best Documentary at the Oscars and she commend the film to us though it is difficult 
viewing. Israeli and Palestinian film makers have worked together to shine a light on what 
life is like under occupation. On the night there is supper then screening, then a Jewish guest 
speaker from Jews Against the Occupation, and a short time for questions and comments. 
Contact Rod Benson for more information. 
 

A Litany for Christian Unity 
 
By Father Paul Couturier (adapted). 
 
Across all our barriers of language, race, and nationality: 
Unite us, Jesus.  
  
Across all our mutual ignorance, prejudice, and hostility: 
Unite us, Jesus.  
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Across all our differences of thought, outlook, and religious allegiance: 
Unite us, Jesus.  
  
O God, for your greater glory: 
Gather together your separated people. 
  
O God, for the triumph of goodness and truth: 
Gather together your separated people. 
  
O God, that there may be one flock and one sheep fold: 
Gather together your separated people. 
  
O God, to confound the pride of Satan and his assaults: 
Gather together your separated people. 
  
O God, that peace may reign in the world at last: 
Gather together your separated people. 
  
O God, for the greater joy of the heart of your Son: 
Gather together your separated people. 
  
Couturier was a priest of the Society of St Irenaeus in Lyon, France, whose vision of spiritual 
ecumenism paved the way for founding of the World Council of Churches in 1947 and the 
Decree on Ecumenism of the Second Vatican Council. For more information see the article 
by Jeanne Kun “That all may be one: The life and work of Fr. Paul Couturier” (click for link). 
  
We are better together.  
Grace and peace to you, 
 
Rev Dr Rod Benson 
General Secretary 
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