
Threads  No. 3, 17 June 2025 
A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news 
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources. 

 

1. Service of Prayer and Fundraising Dinner 
  
On Friday last week, around 180 people gathered for the annual Service of Prayer and Christian 
Unity and Fundraising Dinner, graciously hosted by St Anthony & St Paul’s Coptic Orthodox 
Church at Guildford in Sydney’s West. Photos of the evening’s celebrations will be posted to the 
Ecumenical Council’s Facebook Page, and the full text of the address on “The Path to Unity” by 
our General Secretary, Rev Dr Rod Benson, is available here. 
  

2. Desecration of Armenian Christian heritage 
  
The NSW Heads of Churches met last week in Sydney, hosted by the Moderator of the Uniting 
Church NSW & ACT, the Reverend Faaimata Havea Hilliau, and chaired by the President of the 
NSW Ecumenical Council, the Reverend Carmel Ieraci. Among other business, the Heads of 
Churches considered a presentation from the Armenian National Committee regarding human 
rights issues and cultural desecration in Artsakh, a disputed territory bordering Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. 
  
Arising from the Heads of Churches discussions, the NSW Ecumenical Council has been asked 
to invite Member Churches to consider ways to work with the Armenian Apostolic Church and 
the Armenian National Committee to address the tragic destruction of Armenian religious and 
cultural heritage and the displacement of people from their lands. More information will be 
shared with Member Churches and affiliated groups in the next few days. In the meantime, take 
a look at the “Australian Friends of Artsakh” campaign and consider adding your name as a 
signatory. Click here for background information or contact the ANC-AU to sign up. 
  

3. Exploring affordable housing possibilities 
  
Faith Housing Alliance is running a workshop this Thursday in Redfern, explaining the property 
development process for people and groups looking to use their land for community benefit 
including social and affordable housing. Some of the content may be suitable to be adapted, at 
least as an introduction, to the Ethical Landlords project on which the NSW Ecumenical Council 
is working. Here is the webpage for the workshop: https://fha.org.au/exploring-housing-
possibilities-unlocking-the-potential-of-your-site/ 
  
We are better together.  
Grace and peace to you, 
 
Rev Dr Rod Benson 
General Secretary 
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