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f A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news
S . . .
g of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources.

Nicaea at 1700: A Council for the Ages?

This major Symposium, co-hosted by the NSW Ecumenical Council, will be held from Friday
22 August 2025 12:00 PM to Saturday 23 August 2025 5:00 PM, at 242 Cleveland Street,
Redfern. The program features keynote addresses from international academic leaders
Professors Peter Bouteneff, Lewis Ayres, and John Behr, and various other presentations.
Click here to see the program and to register (click on the yellow button at the top of page).

Benefit Gig for Gaza

Enjoy a special night of Irish, Folk and Bluegrass music this Saturday with special guests,
speakers and video presentations in support of freedom for Palestine. Kicks off from 6.30pm,
Leigh Memorial Hall, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta. Tickets $20 (conc. $15) available here.
This event is hosted by Parramatta 4 Palestine.

Sydney’s Picnic for Peace

Launching on 31 August, this one-day interfaith event invites participants to reclaim
common ground and stand together for peace. It also marks the beginning of an exciting
new movement of collective action, bringing people together in a spirit of unity, reflection
and hope. The NSW Ecumenical Council is an official sponsor. Register here to attend!

Australian Peace and Security Forum

The APSF vision is for an Australia where all people enjoy peace and security throughout
their lives. Led by Emeritus Professor lan Lowe and Matilda Brown, its objects are to
promote public discussion and understanding of the broad array of threats and
opportunities that contribute to the peace and security of Australians; contribute to the
development of a comprehensive national peace and security policy and strategy; and
provide government and the public with expert civil society perspectives on these areas.
Click here for more information.

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle

Prayer is at the very heart of the ecumenical movement. Jesus prayed that his followers may
all be one. The World Council of Churches publishes a beautiful weekly prayer resource
taking us through every region of the world over the course of a year. Praying for each place



https://sagotc.edu.au/ckfinder/userfiles/files/3_%202025%20Symposium%20Program.pdf
https://linktr.ee/parramatta4palestine
https://www.picnicforpeace.org/
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on earth and its people, we affirm our solidarity with our brothers and sisters in diverse
situations, experiencing diverse problems and sharing diverse gifts. Each week features short
prayers of adoration, confession, thanksgiving, intercession. May | encourage you to use this
resource in private and public prayers.

We are better together.
Grace and peace to you,

Rev Dr Rod Benson
General Secretary
11 August 2025



