
Threads  No. 6, 25 November 2025 
A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news 
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources. 

 

 

New executive team for Ecumenical Council 
Following a very successful Annual General Meeting in October, the NSW Ecumenical Council elected 

three new Executive Officers to lead the Council’s vital work and strengthen ecumenical relations 

with the Churches in NSW. The new team comprises: 

• President: Rev Carmel Sheraton (Uniting Church) 

• Vice President: Bishop Donald Kirk (Anglican Church) 

• Vice President: Ps Christian Hohl (German Lutheran Church) 

• General Secretary: Rev Dr Rod Benson (Uniting Church) 

• Treasurer: Rev Fr Bruce McAteer (Anglican Church) 

• Hon. Legal Adviser: Ms Mandy Tibbey (Anglican Church) 

We are also well served by our active Commissions and their Chairs:  

• Theological Reflection Commission: Professor Diane Speed (Anglican Church) 

• Peace & Justice Commission: Ms Wies Schuiringa (Quakers) & Rev Fr Claude Mostowik 

(Catholic Church) 

• Interfaith Commission: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh (Uniting Church) 

• Fundraising Commission: Chancellor Nishan Basmajian (Armenian Apostolic Church) 

Please pray for each of these wonderful people, and the teams they lead, who give so much time and 

wisdom to enable the NSW Ecumenical Council to grow and flourish. 

 

Next Executive Meeting: Thursday 19 Feb 2026 (4-6pm) 

 

Promoting peace in Palestine 

Nell Potter, Executive Officer of the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network, advises us of two excellent 

opportunities as Christmas approaches: 

 

LAST CHANCE to order your Palestine-themed Christmas cards. Order cards by 5pm tomorrow 

Wednesday 26 November. All orders will be dispatched on Tuesday 2 December. 

 

LAST CHANCE to book for The Story of Bethlehem - Contextualising Life in Palestine. Conversation 

with Mercy Aiken and Cole Martin, with Q&A. First Sunday of Advent, 30 November, 2025, 2.00PM 

(Sydney time), online only. Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network is pleased to co-host this event with 

Aotearoa Christians for Peace in Palestine. Click to register and for more information. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3D78bd9ea225%26e%3D87df19d19c&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7Cdfb60b8ecfe047081a9108de2bec61c0%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638996491447609093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UwHgXblv2ees4gfBGPiBVxgcTRAemdE1mbgS7udLyhk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3D24146b7daf%26e%3D87df19d19c&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7Cdfb60b8ecfe047081a9108de2bec61c0%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638996491447625028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7zwEr05pFPO7T8iYNxFzT55ikfdaicUCV6s5KGodzAc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Care for creation 

“If you want to cultivate peace, care for creation,” Pope Leo XIV told global leaders attending the 

United Nations Climate Conference in Brazil. 

Climate change, pollution and the destruction that follows the thoughtless exploitation of natural 

resources have a global impact, Pope Leo said, and “endanger the lives of everyone on this planet”. 

More: https://cathnews.com/2025/11/10/lack-of-respect-for-creation-a-threat-to-peace-pope 

 

If your Church or Christian organisation would like to share news or events with the NSW Ecumenical 

Council and Member Churches, please contact gensec@nswec.org.au 

 

Advent poem 

 

Nazareth 

Luke 1:26 

 

South central Galilee. 

God comes to the southside. 

 

Selah 

 

Not to gentrify. 

Not to church plant. 

But to plant the seed  

of righteous revolution. 

 

Salvation is from the southside,  

not from those from the outside. 

 

Selah 

Source: God Speaks Through Wombs: Poems on God’s Unexpected Coming (InterVarsity, 2021) | 

https://drewejackson.com/ 

 

We are better together.  

Grace and peace to you, 

 

Rev Dr Rod Benson 

General Secretary 

25 Nov 2025 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3D8f841ed99d%26e%3D87df19d19c&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7Cdfb60b8ecfe047081a9108de2bec61c0%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638996491447640666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kwgmbDkU0dWDRxh2FGCnKH2ft48klzsF0nCWMf4f%2Bn0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:gensec@nswec.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3Db50b69d654%26e%3D87df19d19c&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7Cdfb60b8ecfe047081a9108de2bec61c0%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638996491447655427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dXyscbqWZndrNtb4h%2BzNGH9DMhcpMpf33bC%2FPaIVkQA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnswec.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9b8c1f7a2a61773f870e82c5f%26id%3De7bc9243d9%26e%3D87df19d19c&data=05%7C02%7Cgensec%40nswec.org.au%7Cdfb60b8ecfe047081a9108de2bec61c0%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C638996491447670519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oj%2BaT%2FpUYIWKCnG2jU5rJWAJcFMj9CkM3wk0FHC139E%3D&reserved=0

