Threads No. 7,6 January 2026

A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources.
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It is my delight to wish you a Happy New Year, and best wishes as our Churches celebrate
Epiphany, and (for our Orthodox Churches) Christmas Day on January 7, and the Feast of
Epiphany for those Churches following the Julian calendar. May God richly bless you and
strengthen your faith at this time.

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle

Prayer is at the heart of the ecumenical movement. Jesus prayed that his followers may all be
one. When we pray with and for one another, we can feel God’s gift of unity. Prayer sustains us
on our way towards a unity that all can see, “so that the world may believe” (John 17:21).

The World Council of Churches offers a wonderful online resource to encourage personal and
group prayer with an ecumenical focus throughout the year. Each week, we pray about issues
relating to a specific region of the globe (e.g., this week, participants are praying for the needs of
people and churches in Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt). There are points for
thanksgiving and intercession, and selected prayers and songs from the featured region.

Highly recommended. For more information: The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle

Aboriginal Sunday

Aboriginal Sunday occurs each year on the Sunday before January 26. This year, it’s on Sunday
25 January. The Uniting Church also holds a Day of Mourning the Sunday before Australia Day.

On January 26 1938, Aboriginal leaders including William Cooper met for a Day of Mourning,
seeking equality and full Australian citizenship (though it would take another 30 years). The
Australian Churches were asked to set aside the Sunday before January 26 as a day for
Christians to act in solidarity with Aboriginal peoples and the injustices being experienced.

The first Aboriginal Sunday is thought to have occurred in 1941, although earlier
commemorations. Consider celebrating Aboriginal Sunday with your church community later
this month.

More Information:

The History of Aboriginal Sunday - Common Grace

Aboriginal Sunday 2026 - Common Grace


https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle
https://www.commongrace.org.au/william_cooper
https://www.commongrace.org.au/the_history_of_aboriginal_sunday
https://www.commongrace.org.au/aboriginal_sunday_2026

Senior Church Administrators Meeting

Following consultation, the NSW Ecumenical Council is exploring the possibility of hosting an
inaugural Senior Church Administrators Meeting in the next couple of months. The informal
gathering is intended to strengthen relationships, deepen fellowship, and provide a context for
information sharing, deliberation and united action on issues of administration and compliance.
It would suit Registrars, Chancellors, General Secretaries and other senior administrative
leaders among our Churches. Please pass this news on to relevant people in your Church or
network, and we will plan to meet soon.

Prayer for Venezuela
A prayer by Uniting Church in Australia President Rev Charissa Suli:

In this time of uncertainty and change,

we hold before God the people of Venezuela -

those who are celebrating,

those who are fearful,

those who are grieving,

and those who long for peace, dignity, and a future shaped by hope.

We pray especially for Venezuelan communities here in Australia,
for families living with distance, anxiety, and deep love for home.

May God’s peace surround all who suffer.

May wisdom guide leaders.

May justice be pursued without violence.

And may the voices of ordinary people be heard and honoured.

We join our prayers with those offered across the global church, trusting in God’s promise of
peace, restoration and life. Amen.

NSW Ecumenical Council meeting dates
Next Executive meeting: Thursday 19 Feb (4-6pm)

Next Heads of Churches meeting: Tuesday 5 May (9.15am-2pm)

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au

We are better together.
Grace and peace to you,

Rev Dr Rod Benson
General Secretary
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