Threads No. 8, 17 February 2026

A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources.
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German Lutheran Church 160" Anniversary

Congratulations to our Member Church on attaining this impressive “birthday”! The Pastor
of the Church, Ps Christian Hohl, is one of our two Vice-Presidents. Click here for an image
of the Church building on Goulburn St, Sydney.

Pray for Gaza

1.30-3.00pm, Saturday 7 March

1 View St, Stanhope Gardens

Stanhope Anglican Church is hosting a special time of prayer for the people of Gaza. All are
welcome to attend. See church website.

Universal Day of Prayer for Students

10.00am Sunday 8 March

St Stephen’s Uniting Church, Macquarie St, Sydney

Join with Christians of any and all denominations to receive a blessing for your study goals
for 2026, and pray for the needs of students everywhere. Co-sponsored by Australian
Student Christian Movement and the NSW Ecumenical Council. One of our Executive
Committee members, Rev Dr Helen Richmond, will deliver the sermon on “Transformative
conversations,” reflecting on John 4:5-42.

Ecumenical Lecture by Prof. Cyril Hovorun

5.30-7.45pm Monday 9 March

St Stephen’s Uniting Church, Macquarie St, Sydney

Our Theological Reflection Commission is delighted to host visiting Ukrainian theologian
Professor Cyril Hovorun of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church for one night only in Sydney,
where he will speak on the topic, “Issues for the Church in Ukraine: History, theology,
politics.” All are welcome to attend. Light refreshments will be provided from 5.30pm, and
the lecture will commence at 6.30pm. Please spread the word.

Lecture and Panel Discussion on Buddhist and Christian spirituality and ethics

1.00-3.00pm Saturday 14 March

Pitt St Uniting Church, 264 Pitt St, Sydney

Venerable Geshe Lhakdor, Director of the Library of Tibetan Works and Artifacts at
Dharamsala, India, will present a lecture on “Turning inward: The first step to universal
compassion.” Afterward, he will join Rev Dr Rod Benson, General Secretary of the NSW
Ecumenical Council, for a moderated dialogue on Buddhist and Christian approaches to
spirituality and ethics.


https://kirche-sydney.org.au/160-jahre-am-28-februar-1866-wurde-unsere-gemeinde-gegruendet-2/
https://www.stanhopechurch.org.au/

6. A Prayer for Peace

Lord our God, all that we have you have given us.
Give us peace, the peace of tranquillity,

the peace of your Sabbath rest,

the peace without sunset.

For this most beautiful order of things so excellent
will complete its course and pass away;

it will have its sunset as it had its dawn.

But your Sabbath knows no evening or sunset
because you have sanctified it to last forever.

May we too share in your Sabbath rest of unending life.
(St Augustine, Confessions, Xlll, 35.)

Meeting dates
Next NSWEC Executive meeting: Thursday 19 February (6-8pm)
Next Heads of Churches meeting: Tuesday 5 May (9.15am-2pm)

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au

We are better together.
Grace and peace to you,

Rev Dr Rod Benson
General Secretary
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