
Threads  No. 9, 4 March 2026 
A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news 
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources. 

 

 

 

1. Date confirmed for Prayer Service & Fundraising Dinner 

With joy we can confirm that the 2026 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service will be held 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, on Friday 22 May, followed by our Annual Fundraising 
Dinner in the Cathedral Hall. Please mark your diary and plan to attend. 

 

2. Universal Day of Prayer for Students  THIS SUNDAY 

10.00am Sunday 8 March 
St Stephen’s Uniting Church, Macquarie St, Sydney 
Join with Christians of any and all denominations to receive a blessing for your study goals 
for 2026, and pray for the needs of students everywhere. Co-sponsored by Australian 
Student Christian Movement and the NSW Ecumenical Council. One of our Executive 
Committee members, Rev Dr Helen Richmond, will deliver the sermon on “Transformative 
conversations,” reflecting on John 4:5-42. 

 

3. Ecumenical Lecture by Prof. Cyril Hovorun THIS MONDAY 

5.30-7.45pm Monday 9 March 
St Stephen’s Uniting Church, Macquarie St, Sydney (opposite the NSW Parliament) 
Our Theological Reflection Commission is delighted to host visiting Ukrainian Orthodox 
theologian Professor Cyril Hovorun on the topic, “Issues for the Church in Ukraine: 
History, theology, politics.” All welcome. Light refreshments from 5.30pm. Lecture 
commences 6.30pm followed by moderated Q&A. Not to be missed. Please spread the 
word. 
 

4. Lecture and Panel Discussion on Buddhist and Christian spirituality 
and ethics 

1.00-3.00pm Saturday 14 March 
Pitt St Uniting Church, 264 Pitt St, Sydney 
Register here 
Venerable Geshe Lhakdor, Director of the Library of Tibetan Works and Artifacts at 
Dharamsala, India, will present a lecture on “Turning inward: The first step to universal 
compassion.” Afterward, he will join Rev Dr Rod Benson, General Secretary of the NSW 
Ecumenical Council, for a moderated dialogue on Buddhist and Christian approaches to 
spirituality and ethics. 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/turning-inward-the-first-step-to-universal-compassion


5. Prayer for Faith, Hope and Love 

Let us pray for Faith: 
That it will be the fruit of right hearing. 
That at all times there will be people 
with an open mind and open ears 
who will listen sharply to your word 
and pay attention to the needs around them. 
We pray: 
Let us be such people.   
 
Let us pray for Hope: 
That it will be the fruit of a living faith. 
That at all times there will be people 
growing towards the light, 
continuously filled with courage and never cease being hopeful. 
We pray: 
Let us be such people.   
 
Let us pray for Love: 
That she is the fruit of a living faith and hope. 
That at all times there will be people 
never giving up being alarmed 
about the continuing existence of the earth: 
The care for animals and entire environment 
that lend assistance in friendship, 
that abolish loneliness, 
that help working out sorrow and grieve, 
that show sympathy with joy.   

We pray to you, O Lord: 
Let us recognize one another 
in deeds of faith, hope and above all through love. 

(© Rev. Pieter Post; WCC Ecumenical Prayer Cycle) 

Meeting dates 

Next NSWEC Executive meeting: Thursday 21 May (4-6pm) 

Next Heads of Churches meeting: Tuesday 5 May (9.15am-2pm) 

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please 
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au  

We are better together. 

Grace and peace to you, 

Rev Dr Rod Benson 
General Secretary 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/belgium-luxembourg-netherlands
mailto:gensec@nswec.org.au

