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f A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news
§ of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources.

Celebrate our unity and fellowship in Christ

Our annual celebration of Christian unity with a Service of Prayer and Fundraising Dinner
will this year be co-hosted by Bishop Vincent Long and St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta
on Friday 22 May from 6pm - 9.15pm. Tickets selling fast! Click to reserve seats now.

Time to catch your breath after Easter

When the celebration of Easter is over, many ministers find themselves relieved but
depleted. The alleluias continue to echo, but the soul may feel stretched and the body
exhausted, writes General Secretary Rod Benson. Read on...

Faith & community leaders’ training

A free resource has been developed to help faith and community leaders feel more
confident in recognising family, domestic and sexual violence, responding appropriately,
and referring victim-survivors to relevant support services. Click for more information.

Feast for Freedom Fundraiser

The Asylum Seeker Resource Centre will hold an information and fundraising event at
Turramurra Uniting Church on Sunday 3 May, 6-8pm. Amazing food from around the
world and sharing about how you can support refugees. For catering please RSVP Bill
Thomas 0404 151 305 or bill.ruth.thomas@gmail.com

Litany of unity
Let us ask God for the gift of unity:

God, our Father, who has created all things,

we are your children.

Itis your will that we live together in peace,

and stand by one another as sisters and brothers.
Your will be done.

Jesus Christ, Son of God,

you have prayed for the unity of all who are baptized in your name,
who believe in you and confess your name.

Itis your will, that the Church, your body, be one.

Your will be done.

Holy Spirit of God,

you have filled the Apostles with the fire of courage

to proclaim the Good News.

It is your will that we proclaim with one voice the great deeds of God,


https://www.trybooking.com/DLGUZ
https://rodbenson.com/2026/04/07/time-to-catch-your-breath-after-easter/
https://diversity.ssi.org.au/faith-and-community-leaders-training
mailto:bill.ruth.thomas@gmail.com

and the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Your will be done.

(Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 1986, Slovenia)

Meeting dates 2026
Heads of Churches meeting: Tuesday 5 May (9.15am-2pm), St Andrew’s House, Sydney CBD
NSWEC Executive meeting: Thursday 21 May (4-6pm), Level 10, 220 Pitt St, Sydney

Service of Prayer & Fundraising Dinner: Friday 22 May (6pm-9.15pm), St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au

We are better together.
Grace and peace to you,

Rev Dr Rod Benson
General Secretary
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