Threads No. 12, 29 June 2026

A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council bringing you news
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources.
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Catholic Bishop congratulates Ecumenical Council

From Bishop Vincent Long: “It was a great joy and honour for the Diocese of Parramatta to host
the Ecumenical Liturgy at St Patrick’s Cathedral and the Fundraising Dinner for the NSW
Ecumenical Council recently. In the time of heightened tension, leaders from various Christian
traditions came to pray and share fellowship together. We renewed our common mission of
being a sign of unity, a force for peace and the upbuilding of our nation Australia and indeed for
the fractured world.”

Also: Bishop Vincent features in new ABC Education series for Australian students

Nuclear justice in the South Pacific

On 1 July, it will be 80 years since the first American nuclear detonation in the Marshall
Islands. July 2nd will be 60 years since the first French detonation at Mururoa Atoll in Ma’ohi
Nui. ICAN Australia is working with Quakers and the Pacific Conference of Churches to
welcome nuclear-impacted communities from the Pacific and Australia for a series of events
highlighting pathways towards nuclear justice in the region.

Please consider participating, and promote these events through your networks:

July 1: Morning Vigil, Parliament Lawns, Ngunnawal & Ngambri Country / Canberra, 8am

July 2: Public Event: Quaker Centre, Ngunnawal & Ngambri Country / Canberra, 6:30pm

July 3: Public Event, Rainbow Warrior House, Gadigal Country / Sydney, 6pm

Read more about the Pacific Peace Pilgrimage, and rsvp to an event near you here.
- Jemila Rushton, Campaigner, ICAN Australia

NAIDOC Week 2026

NAIDOC Week (Sunday 5 - Sunday 12 July) began as a movement for justice, growing out of the
1938 Day of Mourning when Aboriginal leaders gathered to protest injustice and call for the
rights and recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Today, it remains a time
of celebration, remembrance, advocacy, and action. Excellent resources for this year’s
observance are available from Common Grace (click for link).


https://catholicoutlook.org/bishop-vincent-features-in-abc-education-series/
http://www.icanw.org.au/
https://actionnetwork.org/events/morning-vigil-pacific-80-years-on/
https://actionnetwork.org/events/canberra-pacific-80-years-on/
https://actionnetwork.org/events/sydney-pacific-80-years-on/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficanw-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com%2F2SHOVo28rLsSWzAzOCCIocXh_K0Sgb-dlV3XKwWNkItKxZBjOngESCZuM2CnVUFFnutoNfUPfBAVgF9czhQOBd0fZ2JWEZ1zvzxm9msHQYdAsccVSu6ArvPzTLURyMc2tdnG0GGR_-KtbUwkMfiYVYmzB5MNbR32StQ-JHNEFpg1TfOSm3yj_Od-1vo_m9T9VXBLOFdP6e2MdhMJJ&data=05%7C02%7Crbenson%40nswec.org.au%7C97212d4816094d4b837808decb4ab633%7C07d54a3c2c8f469189e9b347ecfd16ee%7C0%7C0%7C639171718903056116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5srYqfhaoklGW6t3jablBKzKaF%2BRB6nlDq2Cqr3IcqE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.icanw.org.au/
https://www.commongrace.org.au/naidoc_week_2026

Prayer

God of Hope,

whose Spirit gives light and power to your people,
empower us to witness to your name in all nations,
to struggle for your own justice

against all principalities and powers

and to persevere with faith and humour

in the tasks that you have given to us.

Without you we are powerless.

Therefore we cry together:

Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.

And grant that we may with one voice and one heart
glorify and sing praise to the majesty of your holy Name,
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

- “An Invitation to Prayer” at the opening of the fifth assembly
of the World Council of Churches, Nairobi, 1975
Meeting dates
NSWEC Executive: Thursday 13 Sep (4-6pm)
Heads of Churches: Tuesday 3 Nov (9.15am-2pm)
Annual General Meeting: Sat 26 Sep (all welcome - details TBC)

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au

We are better together.
Grace and peace to you,

Rev Dr Rod Benson
General Secretary
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