
Threads  No. 13, 9 July 2026 
A brief update from the NSW Ecumenical Council, bringing you news 
of the Council’s work, coming events, and links to resources. 

 

 

 

1. Imagining Christianity Without Dominance 

Sunday 12 July, 2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Pitt Street Uniting Church 
264 Pitt St, Sydney CBD 
Tickets: $20 ($10 online/concession) (click here to book) 
Login details will be circulated shortly before the event 
 
Amy N. Allan is a feminist Hebrew Bible scholar of Choctaw, Cherokee, Tuscarora, and 
German descent currently residing in the greater Chicago area. Her current research at 
NAIITS: An Indigenous Learning Community focuses on the depictions of the Divine in the 
storytelling of Genesis and its implications for Itilaui Kanomi (Relational Harmony). Amy is 
also an interfaith chaplain at Northwestern Medicine and in the ordination process with the 
United Church of Christ. 

In conversation, Amy will explore how mutual illumination between Native American 
spirituality and Christian traditions may deepen understanding and strengthen bonds of 
kinship across our communities. Historically, however, this conversation has been 
hampered by hierarchy, dominance, violence, and assimilation, with heavy burdens placed 
on Indigenous peoples, and enduring regimes of silence. Together, we will explore positive 
steps on the good path of survival, resistance, respect, and harmony for all siblings. 

Naomi Wolfe is a trawlwoolway Aboriginal woman with Jewish German and Irish heritage. 
She is a theologian and historian based in Melbourne, committed to collaborative, 
community-grounded scholarship that centres Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives to reshape theological and educational practice. She works as a historian at 
Australian Catholic University and is a University Scholar at the University of Divinity, 
adjunct at St Mark’s National Theological College, and a member of NAIITS: An Indigenous 
Learning Community. Her work is at the intersection of decolonising theology, Indigenous 
studies, and historical inquiry. 

Naomi will invite us to consider Country as a living, sacred reality, and that identity is 
formed through relationships with Ancestors, community, and the more-than-human 
world. Theology grounded in Country, kinship, and the Law precedes the Church. If the 
Church can learn to belong within Country: through humility, accountability, and right 
relationship, what might emerge? Might a theological vision shaped by kinship, deep time, 
and reciprocity, enable Aboriginal Christian identity to speak with integrity and sovereignty 
to all our relations? 

https://events.humanitix.com/christianity-without-dominance


There will be musical items led by the St James' Singers, from St James' King Street. These 
events are sponsored by Palestinian Christians in Australia in collaboration with the 
National Council of Churches in Australia and the NSW Ecumenical Council. All are warmly 
welcome to attend. 

2. Ecumenical hymnfest 

Sunday 19 July. Want to sing along to some classic hymns of the faith? Come to the 
Ecumenical Hymnfest at St John’s Uniting Church, Wahroonga, commencing 2.00pm. All 
the old favourites, plus music played by ten different organists! All welcome – free entry.  

3. Bearing Witness: Palestinian Christian Voices 

A national speaking tour featuring Dr. Yousef Khoury, a Palestinian from Gaza now living in 
Bethlehem and Dr. Lamma Mansour, a Palestinian from Israel. Both are well-known 
Christian theologians, academics, and presenters. Through teaching and lived 
experiences, they will offer thoughtful and deeply personal insights into the realities of the 
Holy Land today.  

About the Speakers: 

Dr. Yousef Khoury: A Christian Palestinian theologian raised in Gaza, where his family still 
resides. Dr. Khoury offers an unmatched, lived perspective on the intersection of faith, 
justice, and the hope for peace. He currently serves as the Academic Dean at Bethlehem 
Bible College and is a key voice in Kairos Palestine. 

Dr. Lamma Mansour: A Palestinian Christian writer, speaker and sociologist from Nazareth. 
Dr Mansour - a leading academic and strategic advocate - will join us to discuss the 
structural realities of the region and the critical importance of amplifying marginalised 
voices in the pursuit of global solidarity. 

Tuesday 28 July 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Leigh Memorial (Parramatta City Uniting Church) 
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta (5 minutes' walk from Parramatta Station and Parramatta 
Westfield car park) 
Tickets: $20 (click here to book) 

Wednesday 29 July 
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Stanhope Gardens Anglican Church 
1 View Street, Stanhope Gardens 
Tickets: $20 (click here to book) 
 
Friday 31 July 
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM  
Australian Centre for Christianity & Culture (Canberra) 
15 Blackall Street (cnr King's Avenue), Barton 
Tickets: $20 (click here to book) 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1598537
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1598537
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1598539


4. Poem/prayer 

Each day is like an adventure with you, God. 
You invite me to explore unknown paths, 
And to serve people as yet unmet. 
May I be like Christ to them. Amen. 

– Rev. Rae Trenerry, For Any Moment (2015) 

 

Meeting dates 

NSWEC Executive: Thursday 17 Sep (4-6pm) 

NSW Heads of Churches: Tuesday 3 Nov (9.15am-2pm – venue TBC) 

Annual General Meeting: Sat 26 Sep (all welcome – details TBC) 

 

We welcome contributions to Threads from Member Churches and related networks. Please 
send information about your events, activities, articles and resources to gensec@nswec.org.au  

We are better together. 

Grace and peace to you, 

Rev Dr Rod Benson 
General Secretary 

mailto:gensec@nswec.org.au

